
Early last month I took my first trip to Oregon’s Willamette Valley to taste close to 300 pinot noirs with two of my 
editors. Located 600 miles north of California’s Napa Valley, the region is an infant by Old World standards: The first 
vines were planted in 1965. But in a short time, the wines have done remarkably well in the American market, where 
most of the production is sold.

Some of that has to do with cost. With a few exceptions, the top wines cost between $60 and $100 a bottle. Most hover 
in the $30 to $50 range. They are bargains compared to red burgundy and top California bottlings—an important 
draw for both young wine lovers on a budget and restaurants looking for bright, food-friendly wines that won’t triple 
the cost of dinner for their customers. Cost doesn’t come at the expense of quality either. Oregon pinot is close in flavor 
profile to Burgundy and less dense and fruity than, say, California or New Zealand’s Central Otago. Some regions such 
as Gippsland, Geelong and Mornington in Australia make similar structured pinots.

All of this, I’ve known for some time. What I did not know prior 
to my tasting was just how consistent the wines would be from 
producer to producer. I rated close to 90 percent of the wines 90 
points or more. About 12%, or 36 wines, scored 95 points or more. 
It helps that the region is coming on-line with a string of excellent 
vintages, starting with 2014. Most of the wines I scored were from 
2014, one of the hottest and driest in memory delivering one of the 
earliest harvests ever. The grapes picked were in near-perfect 
condition and yielded wines with generous richness but also an 
underlying freshness. They had bright and vivid fruit that seemed 
to hover over the glass with brilliance and verve. 
They’re crowd pleasers.

Oregon pinot noir is ready to take on the world
—James Suckling CEO/Editor, with Evan Mah, managing editor 

Friday, November 4, 2016

ERATH PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS KNIGHT'S GAMBIT 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Pretty plum and raspberry aromas with hints of spices. Full
body, firm and silky tannins and a flavourful finish. Savory
and delicious. Drink now or hold.

CHEHALEM WINES PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS STOLLER VINEYARDS 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Layered and vivid with blueberry and rose-petal aromas
and flavors. Full body, fine and polished tannins and a
savory finish. Happening red. Drink now.

CHEHALEM WINES PINOT NOIR CHEHALEM MOUNTAINS CORRAL CREEK VINEYARD 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
A rich and fruity red with plum and almond character.
Hints of meat, too. Full-bodied, round and extravagant.
Loving this. Drink now.

CHEHALEM WINES PINOT NOIR RIBBON RIDGE RR 2012

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2012

Score

93
A very pretty red with plum, dried-berry and violet
character. Hints of bark. Full body and soft and velvety
tannins. Savory and very pretty. So right now.

SOKOL BLOSSER PINOT NOIR MCMINNVILLE HYLAND VINEYARD 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Aromas of cherries, flowers and crushed stones. Medium
body, firm tannins and a fresh finish. Vivid and delicious.
Drink now.

BRICK HOUSE PINOT NOIR RIBBON RIDGE SELECT 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Dried fruit with strawberry and plum undertones. Crushed
stones and tea leaves in the background. Medium to full
body, velvety tannins and a long and savory finish. Shows
intensity and panache. Drink or hold.

BRICK HOUSE PINOT NOIR RIBBON RIDGE LES DYONNAIS 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
This shows dried strawberries, flowers and underlying
cedar notes. Delicate with pretty tannins and an ethereal
character delineated by a beautiful line of acidity. Drink
now.

DOMAINE DROUHIN OREGON CHARDONNAY DUNDEE HILLS ARTHUR 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
This is such a lively white with ripe fruit, mangoes and
limes. Then it turns to a salt character. Medium-to
full-bodied, racy and intense. Fresh, citrusy finish. Drink
now.
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LANGE ESTATE PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS LANGE ESTATE VINEYARD 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
So much purity and beauty with petals and perfumes of
ripe fruit as well. Full to medium body, a solid center
palate of fruit and a silky and polished finish. Gorgeous
wine. Drink now.

MAYSARA PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY CYRUS MOMTAZI VINEYARD 2012

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2012

Score

94
A firm and silky wine with a polished and refined texture.
Medium to full body, a solid core of fruit and a flavorful
finish. I really appreciate the purity of fruit to this wine.
Shows the excellence of 2012. Drink or hold.

CHEHALEM WINES PINOT NOIR RIBBON RIDGE WIND RIDGE BLOCK 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
Yum. I really like the frank berry character with wet-earth
undertones. A real red with lovely density and tension.
Better in 2019.

LANGE ESTATE PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS LANGE ESTATE VINEYARDS 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
Aromas and flavors of walnut and berries with hints of
hazelnuts. Medium to full body, firm tannins and a chewy
finish. Drink or hold.

DOMAINE DROUHIN OREGON CHARDONNAY DUNDEE HILLS ARTHUR 2015

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2015

Score

94
A layered and pretty wine with dried apples and fresh fruit.
Linear and spicy, showing plenty of salty undertones.
Full-bodied, solid and fresh. Lovely intensity. Drink now.

DOMAINE DROUHIN OREGON PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
There's a focus and precision to this pinot with refined
tannins and beautiful fruit. A medium to full body
characterised a firm, polished and tight center palate of
fruit and tannins. Drink now.

DROUHIN OREGON ROSEROCK PINOT NOIR EOLA-AMITY HILLS 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
This is the first vintage of this wine. Shows intensity and
balanced and beautiful fruit. Medium-to full-bodied, silky
and beautiful. A really velvety and round texture to this.
Drink or hold.

DOMAINE SERENE CHARDONNAY DUNDEE HILLS CLOS DU SOLEIL VINEYARD 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
Perfumed and aromatic with sliced apples, lemons and
straw. Hints of limes. Full-bodied, intense and linear with
an underlying salinity. Racy and dry. Exciting.
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THE EYRIE VINEYARDS PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS SOUTH BLOCK 1987

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 1987

Score

95
Incredible freshness and complexity with cedar, tea and
wet-leaf aromas and flavors. Light body and crisp acidity.
Lovely length and beauty. A super-old wine.

ANTICA TERRA EOLA-AMITY HILLS ROSÉ ANGELICALL 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

95
I love the strawberry and persimmon character to this with
spices and dried flowers. Full-bodied yet so fresh and vivid.
Dried tea and cream. The tension and brightness are so
wonderful. Turn up the volume! Drink now.

LANGE ESTATE PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY FREEDOM HILL VINEYARD 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

95
Strawberry, plum and violet aromas follow through to a full
body, lots of fruit and ripe and layered tannins. Impressive
style and richness but always toned and formed. Better in
2018.

SOKOL BLOSSER PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS BLACKBERRY BLOCK 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

95
Plum, dried-cherry and violet aromas follow through to a
full body, dried fruit, chili and walnut undertones. Lively
finish. Energetic. Drink or hold.

DROUHIN OREGON ROSEROCK CHARDONNAY EOLA-AMITY HILLS 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

95
A very pretty texture to this wine with cream and dried
apples in addition to hints of lemons and limes. A medium
to full body and soft yet bright acidity. Love this fabulous
wine. Don't miss it.

PONZI VINEYARDS CHARDONNAY WILLAMETTE VALLEY AVELLANA VINEYARD 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

95
Aromatic and vibrant on the nose with fresh apple, cream
and lemon character. Full-bodied with electric acidity and
zesty fruit. Wonderful finish. Drink or hold.

CABALLUS PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

95
Terrific aromas of raspberries, blackberries, stones and
bark. Full-bodied, tight and chewy with linear and defined
tannins that are silky and beautiful. Wonderful length and
focus. A tiny-production wine from Veronique Drouhin and
Isabelle Dutartre. Drink in 2019.

DOMAINE SERENE CHARDONNAY DUNDEE HILLS EVENSTAD RESERVE 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

95
A dense and beautiful wine that remains agile and bright.
Lovely phenolic texture at the end. Full to medium body
with limes and white peaches. Hints of cream. Floral and
fresh. A beauty. Drink now. A blend of different vineyards.
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But pleased isn’t exactly how I’d describe Eyrie Vineyards first 
planted pinot noir vines in the region in 1965. many of the 
winemakers who expressed a degree of regret regarding the 2014 
vintage. From what I could tell, Oregonians seem to enjoy 
grappling with, what they call, “normal vintages” when the weather 
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LANGE ESTATE PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS LANGE ESTATE VINEYARD 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
So much purity and beauty with petals and perfumes of
ripe fruit as well. Full to medium body, a solid center
palate of fruit and a silky and polished finish. Gorgeous
wine. Drink now.

MAYSARA PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY CYRUS MOMTAZI VINEYARD 2012

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2012

Score

94
A firm and silky wine with a polished and refined texture.
Medium to full body, a solid core of fruit and a flavorful
finish. I really appreciate the purity of fruit to this wine.
Shows the excellence of 2012. Drink or hold.

CHEHALEM WINES PINOT NOIR RIBBON RIDGE WIND RIDGE BLOCK 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
Yum. I really like the frank berry character with wet-earth
undertones. A real red with lovely density and tension.
Better in 2019.

LANGE ESTATE PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS LANGE ESTATE VINEYARDS 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
Aromas and flavors of walnut and berries with hints of
hazelnuts. Medium to full body, firm tannins and a chewy
finish. Drink or hold.

DOMAINE DROUHIN OREGON CHARDONNAY DUNDEE HILLS ARTHUR 2015

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2015

Score

94
A layered and pretty wine with dried apples and fresh fruit.
Linear and spicy, showing plenty of salty undertones.
Full-bodied, solid and fresh. Lovely intensity. Drink now.

DOMAINE DROUHIN OREGON PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
There's a focus and precision to this pinot with refined
tannins and beautiful fruit. A medium to full body
characterised a firm, polished and tight center palate of
fruit and tannins. Drink now.

DROUHIN OREGON ROSEROCK PINOT NOIR EOLA-AMITY HILLS 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
This is the first vintage of this wine. Shows intensity and
balanced and beautiful fruit. Medium-to full-bodied, silky
and beautiful. A really velvety and round texture to this.
Drink or hold.

DOMAINE SERENE CHARDONNAY DUNDEE HILLS CLOS DU SOLEIL VINEYARD 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

94
Perfumed and aromatic with sliced apples, lemons and
straw. Hints of limes. Full-bodied, intense and linear with
an underlying salinity. Racy and dry. Exciting.
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DOMAINE SERENE PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY MONOGRAM 2012

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2012

Score

98
Aromas of blueberries, blackberries and asphalt combine
with hints of peaches and orange peel. Fantastic.
Full-bodied and extremely polished red with velvety
tannins. Center palate is superb, and it's where forest
fruits, fresh mushrooms and dried flowers are all on offer.
Glorious fruit and length. Much better in 2022 but a joy to
taste now. Modern art in a bottle.

SOTER VINEYARDS PINOT NOIR YAMHILL-CARLTON MINERAL SPRINGS RANCH 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

98
Terrific aromas of strawberries and rose petals with
superb energy and vibrance. Full body, incredible power
and depth and fabulous balance and intensity. A tightly
wound ball of silk. Superb quality here. Better in 2020.

ANTICA TERRA PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY BOTANICA 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

97
An extremely fine and polished wine with dried-strawberry
and -cherry character. Full to medium body, ultra-refined
tannins and a polished and beautiful finish. A complex and
beautiful wine. So hard not to drink now, but this has an
amazing future. Better in 2020.

ANTICA TERRA PINOT NOIR EOLA-AMITY HILLS ANTIKYTHERA 2010

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2010

Score

97
A dense and incredible wine with dried cherries and
strawberries. Hints of dried fruit, too. Salty. Full-bodied, yet
tight and refined. Silky and tight. Amazing tension and
intensity. Just a baby but a joy to drink — now or later.

NORTH VALLEY PINOT NOIR YAMHILL-CARLTON 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

96
Terrific density and intensity here with orange peel, white
peaches and strawberries. Full body, great texture and
magnificent length. Polished, velvety tannins that remain
supple. A wine with great aging potential. Wow. Better in
2019.

ANTICA TERRA PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY CERAS 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

96
A phenomenal wine with such clarity and energy. Vivid.
Full-bodied, firm and silky. A sleeping beauty. Density with
polish. The salinity to this is so cool and gives it complexity.
Glorious. Drink or hold.

DROUHIN OREGON ROSEROCK PINOT NOIR EOLA-AMITY HILLS ZÉPHIRINE 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

96
A juicy and intense wine with with lots of plum, chocolate
and cedar undertones. Full-bodied and velvety. Pretty,
gorgeous, racy and just so fine. Love the fruit and texture.
Drink now.
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DOMAINE DROUHIN OREGON PINOT NOIR DUNDEE HILLS LAURÈNE 2013

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2013

Score

93
A firm and silky red with pretty tension and texture.
Medium-bodied, tight and delicious. Racy and refined.
Dried berries, bark and tea. Pretty wine. Drink now.

EVENING LAND VINEYARDS CHARDONNAY EOLA-AMITY HILLS LA SOURCE 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
A linear and dense wine with sliced-apple and honey
character. Medium to full body, dense fruit and a flavorful,
lively finish. Curious wine that shows some matchstick and
earth at first on the nose that then blows off. Decant
before serving. Drink now.

BERGSTRÖM CHARDONNAY WILLAMETTE VALLEY OLD STONES 2013

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2013

Score

93
A pretty chardonnay full of green apples, citrus and
wet-stone undertones. The palate shows dried fruits, lively
acidity and a flavorful finish. Drink now.

DOMAINE DIVIO CHARDONNAY WILLAMETTE VALLEY 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Brioche with yellow apples, straw and hints of orange peel.
Beautiful, subtle texture with striking acidity and an
underlying minerality throughout the finish. Drink now.

DOMAINE SERENE CHARDONNAY DUNDEE HILLS CLOS DE LUNE VINEYARD 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
A white with vivid fruit and richness. Fresh and clean. Hints
of crushed stones and cooked apples. Medium body, ultra-
bright acidity and a crisp finish. Beautiful now.

DOMAINE SERENE PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY YAMHILL CUVÉE 2013

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2013

Score

93
A broader mouthfeel to this wine for a 2013. Medium to
full body and round and velvety tannins. Lots of dried fruit
and mushroom character. Drink or hold.

SOLENA PINOT NOIR MCMINNVILLE HYLAND VINEYARD LEGACY 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Love the subtle floral, strawberry and citrus character on
the nose. Medium body, very fine tannins and a long and
lively finish. Nicely crafted pinot. Linear and focused. Drink
or hold.

ROCO PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY GRAVEL ROAD 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Purity of fruit is so alluring with strawberry and citrus
undertones. Perfumed. Full body, firm and chewy tannins
and a long and flavorful finish. Very structured. Needs to
soften with bottle age. Better in 2019.
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SOLENA PINOT NOIR MCMINNVILLE HYLAND VINEYARD LEGACY 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Love the subtle floral, strawberry and citrus character on
the nose. Medium body, very fine tannins and a long and
lively finish. Nicely crafted pinot. Linear and focused. Drink
or hold.

ROCO PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY GRAVEL ROAD 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

93
Purity of fruit is so alluring with strawberry and citrus
undertones. Perfumed. Full body, firm and chewy tannins
and a long and flavorful finish. Very structured. Needs to
soften with bottle age. Better in 2019.
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DOMAINE SERENE PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY MONOGRAM 2012

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2012

Score

98
Aromas of blueberries, blackberries and asphalt combine
with hints of peaches and orange peel. Fantastic.
Full-bodied and extremely polished red with velvety
tannins. Center palate is superb, and it's where forest
fruits, fresh mushrooms and dried flowers are all on offer.
Glorious fruit and length. Much better in 2022 but a joy to
taste now. Modern art in a bottle.

SOTER VINEYARDS PINOT NOIR YAMHILL-CARLTON MINERAL SPRINGS RANCH 2014

Country Untied States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

98
Terrific aromas of strawberries and rose petals with
superb energy and vibrance. Full body, incredible power
and depth and fabulous balance and intensity. A tightly
wound ball of silk. Superb quality here. Better in 2020.

ANTICA TERRA PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY BOTANICA 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

97
An extremely fine and polished wine with dried-strawberry
and -cherry character. Full to medium body, ultra-refined
tannins and a polished and beautiful finish. A complex and
beautiful wine. So hard not to drink now, but this has an
amazing future. Better in 2020.

ANTICA TERRA PINOT NOIR EOLA-AMITY HILLS ANTIKYTHERA 2010

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2010

Score

97
A dense and incredible wine with dried cherries and
strawberries. Hints of dried fruit, too. Salty. Full-bodied, yet
tight and refined. Silky and tight. Amazing tension and
intensity. Just a baby but a joy to drink — now or later.

NORTH VALLEY PINOT NOIR YAMHILL-CARLTON 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

96
Terrific density and intensity here with orange peel, white
peaches and strawberries. Full body, great texture and
magnificent length. Polished, velvety tannins that remain
supple. A wine with great aging potential. Wow. Better in
2019.

ANTICA TERRA PINOT NOIR WILLAMETTE VALLEY CERAS 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

96
A phenomenal wine with such clarity and energy. Vivid.
Full-bodied, firm and silky. A sleeping beauty. Density with
polish. The salinity to this is so cool and gives it complexity.
Glorious. Drink or hold.

DROUHIN OREGON ROSEROCK PINOT NOIR EOLA-AMITY HILLS ZÉPHIRINE 2014

Country United States

Region Oregon

Vintage 2014

Score

96
A juicy and intense wine with with lots of plum, chocolate
and cedar undertones. Full-bodied and velvety. Pretty,
gorgeous, racy and just so fine. Love the fruit and texture.
Drink now.
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